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Preparing for our "Virtual" Annual Meeting 


It may be August, but it is only six weeks until the 
Annual Meeting! Moving our Annual Meeting from 
June to September may seem strange, but even more 
strange is having it virtually! But with change brings 
new opportunities! Let me share a few of those new 
opportunities. 


1. 


Low 


worship. Have you created your “Passing of the peace video?” We will 
begin our worship by passing the peace to everyone. See below how 
to do that. We would like every church to participate! 


Traveling will not be an issue, saving time and 
cost. You can participate from the comfort of 
your home - via computer or phone. 


. Everyone can participate in our opening 


. Various voices will lift up our theme - “Streams of Connection: Our 


Calling to Reconcile the Beloved Community.” 


. Although the Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC Associate Minister for Justice 


and Local Church Ministries, is planning to be with us next year in 
Montgomery, AL, she will bless us with a virtual greeting this year! 


. We will be learning how to vote by technology. Whether delegates 


participate via computer or phone, everyone will have the opportunity 
to speak and vote. 


. All materials will be on our Conference website (Secucc.org). 


Therefore, you can view prior to the meeting. When you register there 
is the opportunity to indicate that you need materials mailed to you 
via the postal service. 


. There will be two Pre-Annual Meeting Zoom meetings (September 21 
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and September 24; 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central). These will provide the 
opportunity to ask questions about the business of the Annual 
Meeting or the technology prior to September 26. 


Deadline for registration is September 19 (5 weeks away)! Only delegates 
register - this includes lay delegates and all Southeast Conference 
authorized ministers. We will be sharing a link for visitors to observe the 
meeting, but we really need registered delegates. We are required to have 
at least 75 delegates and 11 churches represented to meet our quorum. 


| do think that this will be an exciting Annual Meeting as we celebrate who 
we are as the Southeast Conference and begin looking ahead to the future! 
| look forward to seeing you on Zoom! 


Blessings, Char Burch 
Transitional Conference Minister 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss, Generosity Coordinator 


Greetings and blessings, Amidst Covid-19 we still 
stand strong as a conference!! Huge virtual hugs and 
many blessings to all of you for your contributions 
and your continued support of this Southeast 
Conference United Church of Christ. 


Romans 8: 37 teaches: In all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Christ who loved us. 
WE HAVE THE VICTORY!! Our mission is ordained by 
GOD and we will persevere!!! 


Please watch the mail for your second quarter giving 
statements. Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to 
reach out to me DIRECTLY. I'm here to help. 


| really miss the personal interactions, but, please know that | am still here, 
waiting to address your concerns and be in community with you. Please 
stay tuned for news regarding our Transforming Churches Transforming 
Lives grants information. Cycle two is approaching and you will want to be 
ready for this. 


May the Lord God bless you REAL GOOD, | am so looking forward to our 
next in person visit. | continue to pray for your peace, your understanding, 
and your willingness to be a vessel. Especially in this time of PANDEMIC, 
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GOD has a mission for all of us. Continue to be blessed and use all that 
GOD has blessed you with to be a blessing to others. 
| love and miss you all so very much. Please stay safe, follow the guidelines. 
Peace and blessings, as we JOURNEY, TOGETHER. 


News from the Conference Office 


vX, 


S freon $ [omnecfiom 


Our Calling to Reconcile the Beloved Community 


Southeast Conference Annual Meeting - September 26 
10 am Eastern / 9 am Central to 12 pm Eastern / 11 am Central 


Although COVID-19 has changed our plans - moving us from the original 
June date and further moving the meeting to an electronic meeting, we will 
still come together, worship, and attend to business. Because the meeting 
will be held via technology, we will have a shorter meeting and focus on the 
important business that needs to be addressed. So please plan to join us! 


REGISTER ONLINE 
ANNUAL MEETING WEBSITE 


Please Record a Video for Annual Meeting 
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As part of our opening worship at Annual Meeting, we would like to include 
a passing of the peace from every church. 


1. If you Zoom a church gathering like a coffee hour, Bible study, 
worship, youth group, kids time, etc. - record the group displayed in 
gallery view and waving, while 1 person says “Peace to you from 
(church name) located in (city/state)”. That’s all (we only want 3 
seconds). If the recording is part of a larger recording - like a worship 
service or Bible study - send the entire recording and it will be edited. 

2. Ask one person to use the camera on their phone or computer to 
record the same message as above. 


Videos should be emailed by September 15 to Rev. Heather Fosburgh at 
hfosburgh@secucc.org. If you have questions about sending the video, you 
can also contact Heather at (404-719-6572). We hope to get a recording 
from each of our churches! 


Ordination of Ellen Green is Sunday, August 30 


You are invited to participate in the Service of 
Ordination for Ellen Green on Sunday, August 30 at 
2:00 pm Eastern (1:00 pm Central). The service will be 
entirely on Zoom so everyone can participate safely. 
Ellen's journey to ministry was supported by 
Pilgrimage UCC in Marietta. She has been called as 
Associate Pastor at Lynnhurst UCC in Minneapolis, 
MN, where she previously served as Director of Faith 
Formation. To RSVP, please contact 
church.office@lynnhurstucc.org for the Zoom meeting link. We hope you 
will be able to join us. 
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Communities of Practice: A New Program for Clergy 


For Specialized Ministers and Local Church Pastors, these covenantal 
groups provide support and accountability, while encouraging good habits 
and professional growth. Small groups (5-6) with a trained 

facilitator provide a place to share resources, experiences, and 
encouragement in a confidential setting. 


Whether you are new to ministry, new to the UCC, or have years of 
experience these groups are for you! The testimonies of those involved in 
Communities of Practice continue to praise the impact that groups have 
had on the personal and professional life of ministers. An article on 

our website provides more information about Communities of Practice and 
the possibility of becoming a facilitator or contact Char Burch at 
cburch@secucc.org. 


Re-Opening of Churches - August 24 


As situations regarding COVID-19 keep changing, moderators and church 
leaders are invited to join in the continued conversation about when and 
how church buildings re-open and in-person worship resumes. Everyone is 
welcome to join the conversation. 


Join us on Monday, August 24 at 7:00 pm Eastern / 6:00 pm Central via 
Zoom. Register online here. 
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For All Clergy 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesdays in August (18, 25) - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. Central) 
August 18 will focus on how to do a Fall Stewardship emphasis 
during the pandemic! 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 


e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, August 25: 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, August 27: 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjJean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of August 16 


e First United Church of Christ; Sweetwater, Tennessee 
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Kim Buchanan 
Tommy Hill 
Stanley Roat 
G. Lind Taylor 


Week of August 23 


Pilgrim UCC; Birmingham, Alabama 
Walter Brueggemann 

Patricia Robbennolt 

Ralph Thompson 

Claudia Aguilar Rubalcava 


Week of August 30 


Fairfield Glade Community Church; Fairfield Glade, Tennessee 
Larry Calbert 

Reginald Holloway 

Alan Brett Roof 

Cameron Trimble 


Prayer Requests 


We hold Rev. Brice Thomas in prayer on the death of father who lived in 
Dayton, OH. 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Open Table, Mobile AL; Rush Memorial, 
Atlanta GA; United Church of Cookeville, Cookeville TN; Brookemeade 
Congregational, Nashville TN 


News from the Wider Church 


UCC Webinar Recordings Available 


The national setting of the UCC has developed several webinars which are 
wonderful educational tools such as Creation Justice webinars, Our Faith 
Our Vote Series, Worship and Care for the entire church with webinars on 
such topics as Legal issues, Congregational Lay Leadership During Times of 
Crisis, The Power of Boundaries; Queer the Church, Extravagant Generosity, 
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etc. There are also video of inspiration for feeding the soul. These can all be 
the UCC website continues to add resources for local churches and pastors 
at https://www.ucc.org/coronavirus. 


2021 UCC Health Plan Premium Rates and Plan 
Enhancements 


The Pension Boards is pleased to announce the following premium rates 
and plan enhancements for the 2021 plan year, effective January 1, 2021: 


e Non-Medicare Plan: 5% Increase (no change to co-pays and 
deductibles) 

Pharmacy co-pays: No change 

Dental Plan: No Change 

Vision Plan: No Change 

Life & and Disability Plan: No Change 


As previously announced, the new UCC Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plan will become effective January 1, 2021, replacing the Medicare 
Supplement Plan w/Rx. The new Plan offers similar benefits at 30% less 
than current premium rates. 


The following benefit enhancements are effective January 1, 2021: 


For the Non-Medicare Plan: 


Coverage of Assisted Fertilization Services 

Coverage of medical services with a lifetime maximum of $10,000 
Coverage of pharmacy services with a lifetime maximum of $10,000 
Coverage available to those up to age 40 

Subject to medical necessity policies 


As is our customary practice, churches/employers and individual plan 
participants will receive detailed information by mail later this Summer with 
applicable rates and enhancements for 2021. 


Please feel free to contact me with any questions at floiacono@pbucc.org 
or by phone at 212.729.2806. 


News from our Local Congregations 
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= 


Holy Trinity Community Church Virtual Ch 


During this time of social distancing, churches have been finding new ways 
to "be the church" and to "do" church. Check out this performance of "In 
Christ Alone" oe the virtual choir of ala) Trinity Community Church in 
Nashville (https://youtu.be/gGelYGARXXo). 


yaya im Hi as] thnrarne Ihr Pp 
‘CS IN HealtnhCcare: DP. b 


Dr. Boghuma Titanji, virologist, infectious disease 
doctor, and clinical researcher at Emory University 
(and member of Virginia Highland Church in Atlanta), 
Shares an intimate story about her experience with a 
hospitalized patient fighting the coronavirus. 


Dr. Titanji serves as a member of the Virginia- 
Highland Church Covid-19 Task Force. Her story was \ IWwAy 
part of a project by The Nocturnists entitled "Black \ \ 
Voices in Healthcare," a podcast series dedicated to _ 
telling the stories of Black doctors fighting two pandemics: Covid-19 and 
racial inequity. We encourage you to share the Black Voices in Healthcare 
podcast and listen to more stories from the project here! 
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Training and Learning Opportunities 


CREATING HEALTHY 


Healthy Boundaries 201 Available Online in September 
by Carrole Moss 


We are pleased to announce that we will be hosting Healthy Boundaries 
201 VIRTUALLYon September 12th, 2020 and September 19th, 20 Both 
classes will begin at 8: 45 am and end at 12: 15pm. It is IMPERATIVE that 
you attend both sessions from start to end (just as in person training) in 
order to be certified. We have made an attempt to cover everything in 
these sessions. Please remember that this is new to us as well as to you. 
We really appreciate your support. All of the information for this training is 
found on our website and available now. 


Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me 
directly, and | will be happy to assist in any way that | can. We are looking 
forward to this training and have attempted to make it convenient for all 
those in need of this training. 
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United Church of Christ 
Church Building @ Loan Fund 


Present: 


BUILDING 


DIFFERENTLY 


Registration Opening Soon! 


September 17th, 24th, and October 1st 2020 
Three Power Packed Webinars 2 - 3:30 pm EDT 


Three 90-minute webinars for $25.00 total cost. 


Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders 


Please join the Lombard Center for one of the two remaining sessions of 
Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders (MSTI) that are scheduled 
before the end of this year: October 5-9 and November 16-20, 2020. This 
workshop equips participants with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
deal effectively with interpersonal, congregational, and other forms of 
group conflict. Given that this event will be conducted remotely, 
participants will need a device with both a camera and a microphone in 
order to participate fully. For details and a registration form, please consult 
this MSTI Brochure. A complete list of our upcoming 90-minute webinars 
and our popular daylong workshops — including Conflict Transformation 
Skills, Healthy Congregations, and Leadership and Anxiety in the Church, which 
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are perfect for groups — can be found on the LMPC Events Calendar. 
Questions? Call the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center at 630-627-0507, or 
email us at Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org. 


Conference Calendar 


August 18 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 18 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm EDT 
PAM Team Meeting 


August 20 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


August 24 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church Leaders 


August 25 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


August 25 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 27 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


August 30 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm EDT 
Ordination of Ellen Green 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; courch@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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